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“….Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit…” Zechariah 4:6

The Spirit Filled Life
The Stream of the Spirit & The Supply of the Spirit

Recap: Last week we discussed the struggle between the Flesh and the Spirit and the Sword of the Spirit. We learned about the daily struggle that Paul expounded upon by the Holy Spirit in Romans chapter 7. The answer to victory in our daily battle’s involved putting on the “new man”. We also saw that this putting on of the new man was directly related to the renewing of our mind; the choosing of God’s way versus the choosing the “I” way or the way of the flesh. The second part of the lesson focused on the Sword of the Spirit which is the word of God. We learned the sword of the Spirit is powerful if it is wielded and used in our day to day lives. We stated six steps in learning to use the Sword of the Spirit by desiring the word, studying the word, memorizing the word, hearing the word, meditating on the word, and obeying the word.

Introduction: This week we will look at the Stream of the Spirit. To accomplish this we will closely examine the fruit of the Spirit. We will also look at the Supply of the Spirit which will examine the imparting of spiritual gifts for the work of the ministry and the edifying of the saints. The fruit of the Spirit is the natural produce of the Holy Spirit in our lives. This lesson will help us examine our lives to see if we can identify this fruit.  By examining the fruit produced in our lives we can tell whether we are abiding in the true Vine, Jesus Christ or not.  The Holy Spirit also supplies us specific gifts as part of the body of believers.  We will look at some of these spiritual gifts and how they make up the body of the local church.


“When properly nourished by God’s Spirit, our lives remain full and fruitful. But when the spiritual life is neglected we dry up and wither in fruitlessness. Would you prefer to remain full and fruitful?"



Part I The Stream

1. Abiding in the Vine

John 15:1-4 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

0. Fruitfulness

0. Begins with Jesus Christ
0. Vine
0. branches

“There is nothing good about you or me, except Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit at work in our lives.”

0. Our purpose in abiding
1. To produce fruit
1. Glorify God
READ Matthew 7:16-20 

0. The fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23)
2. Singular form of the word “fruit”
2. All of these are products of the Spirit of God in our lives
1. The Fruit

1. Love – 1 Corinthians  13
0. Patient
0. Kind
0. Not jealous
0. Not bragging
0. Not arrogant
0. Not unbecoming
0. Not selfish
0. Not easily provoked
0. Not harboring of evil

1. Joy – 1 Peter 1:6-8
1. Our joy is anchored deeper than our emotions
1. Our joy is not determined by circumstance

1. Peace – Philippians  4:6-7 

“According to recent studies,  the world has known only 292 years of peace since 3,600 B.C. Since that year, there have been 14,351 wars in which 3.64 billion people have died. In addition, it is remarkable that over 8,000 peace treaties have been made and broken over the same period of time.”

2. Example –Winner of the most peaceful portrait in a contest was a portrait of a tumultuous waterfall cascading over sharp rocks. Above the sky portrayed a severe thunderstorm with wind and rain. Below a spindly tree clinging to the side of the rock and very small inside the tree a nest with a content undisturbed bird nesting over her eggs. This portrait beat out all other scenes of “peace”.

“Peace is not being where there is no storm or difficulty. Peace iis being in the midst of all those things and remaining calm in your heart.”

2. Isa 26:3
2. Col 3:15

1. Longsuffering – This is a Holy Spirit developed quality of endurance that patiently waits without becoming angry.
3. Pictures of longsuffering 
0. God with the children of Isreal
0. God with us

“Our natural responses are usually wrong. Why? Because in our flesh resides the power of sin.”

1. Gentleness – 1 Thessalonians 2:7
4. Sensitivity – Considers others and seeks to patiently identify with and understand what they are going through
4. Sympathy – Rejoices with those that rejoice and weeps with those that weep.
4. Straightforwardness – Speaks the truth in love.
4. Spontaneity – Is thoughtfulness in action. Is always looking for some way to serve or give care.

1. Goodness – Ephesian 5:8-10, Galations 6:10
5. Desire to do good to others
5. 1 Peter 2:12

“Ten years from now, when you are still doing good, others will know you by your fruit.”
“Being good is what you are on the inside, doing good is what people see on the outside.” 

1. Faith – Romans 1:17, Galations 3:11, Hebrews 10:38
6. Example – Old Faithful – geyser was named because of its predictability
6. 1 Corinthians 4:2

1. Meekness – Matthew 5:5, Matthew 11:29
7. Example – There is no sports team called “The mighty mighty sheep”
7. Meekness – a submissive or teachable spirit toward God that reveals itself in genuine consideration of others.
7. 2 Timothy 2:25
7. Titus 3:2
7. James 1:21
7. James 3:13

1. Temperance – 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

8. Temperance – self-control or discretion and very closely with discipline
8. Three primary areas of temperance
1. A Disciplined Physical Life
1. A Disciplined Speech – Eph 4:29
1. A Disciplined Mind – 2 Cor 10:5
								
"The fruit of the Spirit is motivating in two ways: 1. It represents nine attractive and virtuous qualities that we all desire. 2. It is evidence of a right relationship with God."

Part II The Supply


1. The Explanation of Spiritual Gifts

“If the mention of spiritual gifts brings up images of “charismatic sensationalism” like talking in tongues, healing, drinking poison, and other strange phenomenon, please know that those gifts passed off the scene of Christendom in the first century”
2. Sign  Gifts
0. Mark 16:15-18
0. 1 Corinthians 13:10
2. Serving Gifts
1. Practical, Ministry oriented, Serving Gifts
1. Nothing that God does is arbitrary
1. 1 Peter 4:10
2. The Body
2. 1 Corinthians 12:18-24
2. Romans 12:4-5





“Too often we make church a spectator event.”

“As you discover your God-given gift become active in serving with it, your spiritual growth will accelerate rapidly.”

John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of 1water and of the 2Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

1. What Are The Spiritual Gifts
3. Romans 12:6-8
0. Prophecy – This is a gift or call to preach His Word.
0. Ministry (Helps) – This gift manifests itself through a passion to serve behind the scenes. Helping God’s people in a variety of ways.
0. Teaching – This is the ability and desire to teach God’s truth and help people understand how His Word applies to their lives.
0. Exhortation – This is the ability and desire to encourage others in the Christian life.
0. Giving – This is the ability and desire to give to God’s work and God’s people.
0. Ruling – This is the ability to lead and administrate part of God’s work.
0. Mercy – This is the God-given ability to feel the pain of others and help them during trials.
3. 3 Steps to using your Spiritual Gift(s)
1. Discover Your Spiritual Gifts
0. Take the spiritual gift test
1. Develop Your Spiritual Gift
1. 2 Timothy 1:6
1. Deploy Your Spiritual Gift

2 Timothy 4:14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 

