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“….Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit…” Zechariah 4:6

The Spirit Filled Life
The Sins Against the Spirit & The Spirit-Filled Life

Recap: Last week’s lesson focused on the natural results of the Spirit-filled life. We discussed two areas, the first being the Stream of the Spirit and the second being the Supply of the Spirit. As we looked at the Stream of the Spirit we took a deep look at the fruit that should permeate our lives as born again believers. Then we looked closely at the Supply of the Spirit and focused on understand that everyone is imparted a Spiritual gift or gifts for the work of the ministry and the edifying of the saints. We looked at each spiritual gift and took a Spiritual Gifts test to determine where your area of service needs to be focused on.

Introduction: This week we will close this series on Understanding the Holy Spirit and the Spirit-Filled life. In this last lesson we will discuss two opposing topics. The first topic will be to cover the different sins against the Holy Spirit. These sins will surely cause a dampening of the fruit that should be produced in our lives. Lastly we will look at the Spirit-Filled life and what exactly does that mean for us.
Part I Sins Against The Spirit

“How easy it is to crowd out the blessed Guest of the Holy Spirit away from his deserving place of prominence.”

Example: The House Guest

“The Bible teaches that there are three specific ways a Christian can sin against God’s Holy Spirit and limit Him.”
I. We can Lie to the Holy Spirit

Acts 5:2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
READ Acts 5:1-11
a. They conspired together to lie
i. Acts 5:2
ii. The amount of the offering was not important V4
“Their decision to live a lie was what offended God’s Spirit. Their sin was not keeping a portion of the sale. Their sin was in disobeying the Spirit and projecting a lie.”

b. They faked their Spirit-filled life
i. They appeared to be something Acts 4:34-37

“They decided to appear to be something, rather than to walk truthfully and genuinely with the Spirit.”

ii. Philipians 1:9-11

c. God is repulsed by a lack of spiritual authenticity
1. Acts 5:5, 5:10
2. Rev 3:16
3. Matthew 23:27

“He allowed their deaths to be a public example so that fear came upon all Christians.”

d. Lying to God’s Spirit is a serious offense
i. It’s not about perfection, but sincerity.

“God knows you aren’t perfect, but He expects you to be honest with Him and before others.”

II. We can Quench the Spirit

1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesying. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearances of evil.

Example - Fire
a. Quench – to extinguish or put out

“This fire is either growing hotter and burning brighter because you are fueling the fire of His presence, or it is growing colder and dimmer because you are quenching Him.

III. We can Grieve the Holy Spirit

Ephesians 4:29-31 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption

a. Grieve – to distress, to make sad, or to cause heaviness
i. Corrupt communication
ii. Bitterness
iii. Wrath
iv. Anger
v. Clamour
vi. Evil Speaking
vii. Malice

“God desires spiritual intimacy with your heart. The moment you sense you have done something to grieve the Holy Spirit, make it right.”

“I firmly believe that the moment our hearts are emptied of pride and selfishness and ambition and self-seeking and everything that is contrary to God’s law, the Holy Ghost will come and fill every corner of our hearts; but if we are full of pride and conceit and ambition and self-seeking and pleasure and the world, there is no room for the Spirit of God; and I believe many a man is praying to God to fill him when he is full already with something else.” – D.L. Moody

IV. Resisting and Blaspheming the Spirit

a. Resisting the Holy Spirit
i. Acts 7:51
b. Blaspheming the Holy Spirit
i. Matthew 12:31
ii. Blaspheme – to vilify or to speak impiously about. To fully reject with absolute scorn and disdain – to absolutely disdain.

“Those who will not be saved, cannot be saved.”

Part II The Spirit-Filled Life

Example – Dr. Lee Robinson “Die to self and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

“It was without hesitation, the greatest advice I have ever been given.”

“When D.L. Moody was just starting in the ministry, he heard a preacher make this statement, “The world has yet to see what God can do with a man fully surrendered to Him.” Moody that night said, “By God’s grace, I’ll be that man.” It is said that Moody shook two continents for God and over a million souls came to Christ under his preaching and ministry.”

V. Be Filled with the Holy Spirit

Ephesians 5:18 “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.”
a. Being filled with the Spirit is the act of emptying myself of known sin, and yielding myself completely to the Holy Spirit.
b. Yielding – in the act of dying to one’s self
i. Gal 2:20
ii. Rom 6:16

“We live every day either in the service of the flesh or the control of the Spirit. Most Christians do not willfully choose to walk in the flesh, but they arrive there by default because they fail to deliberately yield themselves to the Spirit.”

Example – Glass full of Air
c. Steps to  being filled with the Spirit
i. Being filled with the Spirit is an every day decision
1. Pray and ask to be filled and controlled by the Holy Spirit
ii. Being filled with the Spirit is a moment by moment decision
iii. Being filled with the Spirit is “by faith”
“Do not pray for more of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity and is not in pieces. Every child of God has all of Him, but does He have all of us?”

VI. Walk in the Spirit

Galations 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

“Walking in the Spirit is the natural result of being filled with the Spirit.”
a. Walk – Implies to march in step with, to fall into rank, or to conform to the virtue of.
b. This is the every possible situation descisions
c. God delights in us thinking of Him: Jer 2:32

VII. Praying in the Spirit

Jude 20 But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost.
i. Ephesians 6:18-19
ii. 1 Thess 5:17
iii. Heb 4:16 God invites us unto moment-by-moment prayer with Him
iv. The natural course of walking with someone is to talk to them

“The life of prayer is a learned discipline.”

Final Example – The Glove

“If I accomplish anything in my life, it is not me, for I am just a glove. It is the power of God, the hand of God within me……Choose to yield to Him, walk in Him, and pray in Him, that every finger of your life might be filled with His awesome presence every day!”


