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“….Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit…” Zechariah 4:6
HIS SERVING MINISTRY

Recap: Last week we discussed the Holy Spirit’s strengthening ministry. We discovered that the Holy Spirit provides guidance and leads us, He assures of us of God’s love for us and our salvation, He comforts us, intercedes on our behalf and grows in us patience and hope. All of this culminates to the second wind the Holy Spirit gives us as we are renewed day by day.  To this point we have seen that the Holy Spirit saves us, sanctifies us, and strengthens us. Now we will see our purpose in His serving ministry.

Introduction: In the book of Eccl 12:13-14, Solomon, the wisest man to have ever lived stated that the whole duty of man is to love the lord (fear God) and obey his commandments. We see the theme of love and obedience repeated over and over again; “If you love me keep my commandments”. Our service to God certainly at time is marked by pure obedience, but our love for Jesus Christ and God our Father should constrain us to serve Him.  In this serving ministry we must keep in mind our theme verse “….Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit…” Often we are guilty of serving God in our own strength, or perhaps serving God to be seen of others.  Let’s take a look at serving God through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Intro  (CONT):

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Bunhill field is a cemetery north of London in England. This cemetery marks many tombstones of what were termed “non-conformists” in their day.  What were these people not conforming to? They refused to conform to the religious heresy of their day from the period of time between the1600s-1800s. Many of these “non-conformists” were martyred horrifically for their unwavering service to the Lord. These refused to follow the Church of Rome or the Church of England in their day. These graves ask the question “I laid my life down. What have you done for Jesus?” 

“The only thing of value that will outlive your short life on this planet is the eternal purpose of God being fulfilled through your life.”

“What are you doing of eternal value?”

1. The Holy Spirit Calls Us

“Complacent Christians hide their faith in silence on the sidelines of service, but authentic Christianity is not designed for spectators.”

Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

0. The Holy Spirit clarifies 

0. The easy non-called life
0. Aimless
0. Directionless

          Versus

0. The called life
1. Predetermined
1. God designed

Acts 13:1-2 Now there were in the church in Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.”

2 Timothy 1:13-14 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.

Ephesians 4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling.

What are some things we know God has called us to?

“Few are called to die for Christ, but every Christian is called to live for Him.”

1. The Holy Spirit Empowers Us

“Spiritual work requires spiritual resources.”

Example:  Acts 1:4 “….wait for the promise of the Father…..”

“Jesus would rather us not minister than attempt ministry in our own power!”

Example: Last week
1. Jhn 15:5 The Vine and the branches
1. Acts 1:8 After that the Holy Ghost
1. Acts 4:31, Acts 6:8, Acts 11:24, Acts 13:52, Acts 17:6

“God’s power upon common men produces uncommon results—beyond your—capacity results!”

1. Three choices in the work of God
3. We can trust our own strength and wisdom only to fail
3. We can borrow resources of the world and manufacture artificial results
3. We can depend on the power of God and see eternal results
Example: Missionary Jackson Car

1. The Holy Spirit Enables

“With God’s calling always comes God’s enabling.” 

2. Jesus enabled the twelve
2. 1 Cor 2:3-5 Paul’s enabling
2. 2 Cor 4:7-10 God’s enabling versus our frailty

2 Timothy 1:7-8 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel, according to the power of God.

“Trying to do the Lord’s work in your own strength is the most confusing, exhausting, and tedious of all work. But when your  filled with the Holy Spirit, then the ministry of Jesus just flows out of you.” – Corrie Ten Boom

1. The Holy Spirit Gives Boldness

Acts 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.

3. Ask for boldness
3. Ask according to God’s will

“Timidity is not a gift of the Holy Spirit.”
“He will give you a holy boldness to stand up and speak truth when others would advise you to duck.”


1. The Holy Spirit Engages Us
“God has a mission for you to accomplish and He intends to make that mission clear.”
4. Acts 8:26-29  Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch
4. Acts 20:22-23
4. Mark 1:12
“These verses do not imply that free will is removed from the matter and the Holy Spirit holds us hostage. It describes a clarity so strong and a compulsion so powerful that the only other choice is to flatly disobey.”
1. The Holy Spirit Unifies
5. Eph 4:3-6
5. Rom 15:30
5. Phil 1:27
5.  (
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)Phil 2:1-3
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) (
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) (
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1. The Holy Spirit Exalts Christ
                                   “It’s all about Jesus.”
6. Jhn 15:26
6. Jhn 16:14
6. 1 Cor 12:3
6. Acts 4:13
3. In our service, are people taking note that we have been with Jesus?
6. 2 Cor 4:7
“He desires for our service to be so power-filled and supernatural, so evidently “more-than-human” and beyond your capacity that people can only reasonably come to one conclusion—this must be of God!”

